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´	Federal Courts

The federal court system is defined in Article III of the U.S. 
Constitution: “The judicial power of the United States, shall 
be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts 
as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish.” 
Today, the federal court system comprises a Supreme Court, 
appeals courts, and district courts. The federal courts hear 
cases involving violations of acts of Congress (federal law). 
They hear both criminal and civil cases in which federal law 
was violated, such as cases involving kidnapping, smuggling, 
or drug trafficking. If there is a conflict between two states or 
between parties from different states, the case will be heard in 
a federal court.

U.S. Supreme Court
The U.S. Supreme Court is the highest court in the nation. It 
is largely an appellate court, as it hears mostly cases on appeal 
from lower courts. However, it also has the jurisdiction to hear 
some cases first, giving it original jurisdiction as well. As the 
highest appellate tribunal in the country, it is the ultimate decision 
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U.S. Supreme Court: The 
highest court in the United 
States; it is largely an appellate 
court but also has original 
jurisdiction in some cases.
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